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Tuesday,  March  k,  1930. 


Housekeepers'  Chat 


NOT  FOR  PUBLICATION 


Subject:  "The  Living  Room  of  a  Homelike  House."  Source:  "Art  in  Everyday  Lifs," 
Goldstein.     Aoproved  by  Bureau  of  Home  Economics,  U.   S.  D.  A. 

Bulletin  available:     None.  (There  are  no  government  publications  on  the  subject 
of  interior  decorating.) 


This  morning  we  are  going  to  talk  about  the  living  room,  and  how  to  make  a  living 
room  homelike.     My  textbook  is  "Art  in  Every  Day  Life." 

Perhaps  we  should  begin  by  defining  "homelike"  —  but  who  can  define  "homelike"? 
The  authors  of  my  textbook  didn't  even  attempt  it. 

"Homelike  quality  is  an  intangible  thing,"  they  say,   "and  it  is  the  most  vital  of 
all  the  essentials  of  a  good  room.     It  is  something  that  the  owner  nearly  always 
needs  to  supply..."    Only  the  owner  of  a  home  can  make  that  home  express  his 
personality. 

Have  you  ever  heard  it  said  that  a  certain  room  has  "individuality?"     "A  room  has 
individuality  when  it  is  so  lived  in  that  it  appears  to  belong  to  one  person  or 
t©  one  family. " 

There  are  many  things  which  help  to  make  a  room  livable;  important  among  them  are 
comfort ,  and  conveni ence.  Many  a  family  has  moved  into  a  fine  new  house,  and 
after  a  few  weeks  of  unaccustomed  splendor,  the  mother  or  father  has  fitted  up  a 
bedroom,  or  a  room  in  the  basement  or  attic,  with  some  comfortable  chairs,  books 
and  magazines,  and  a  well-placed  reading  lamp,  and  that  room  is  the  only  place  in 
the  house  which  looks  homelike. 

How  shall  we  go  about  it,   to  make  a  living  room  homelike?     First,   the  room  must 
be  simple ;  if  it  is  crowded  with  furniture  and  small  objects  it  will  look  con- 
fused. 

After  simplicity ,   comes  convenience.     Are  you  acquainted  with  women  who  say  that 
their  houses  are  always  upset,  after  com:any  leaves?     Then  there  must  be  something 
wrong  with  the  way  the  furniture  is  arranged.     If  chairs  and  sofas  are  grouped  for 
conversation,  if  lamps  are  placed  where  they  are  convenient,  and  if  clear  passage- 
ways are  left  between  doorways,  and  between  various  centers  of  activity  in  the 
room,  it  won't  be  necessary  to  move  lamps  and  furniture  every  time  they  are  used. 

In  the  average  living  room  there  should  be  a  place  for  intimate  talk,  requiring 
thoughtful  grouping'  of  chairs.     There  should  be  places  for  members  of  the  family 
to  read,  with  comfortable  chairs  and  convenient,  well-shaded  reading  lights. 


— 00O00- 


R-HC 


-2- 


There  may  "be  a  place  for  writing,  calling  for  a  desk  or  table,  and  good  light 
"by  day  a?  well  a?  night.     There'   may  be  a  music  group,  too;  if  possible  this 
should  "be  separated  from  the  conversation  center  and  from  the  desk.     In  fact, 
let  the  interests  of  everybody,  young  and  old,  be  represented  in  this  family 
living  room. 

After  we  have  planned  the  various  groups  for  our  homelike  living  room,  the 
next  step  is  to  arrange  the  furniture  in  an  orderly  manner.    Large  pieces  of 
furniture  should  be  placed  to  follow  the  lines  of  the  room,  and  to  balance  each 
other  against  the  four  walls.     After  the  larger  pieces  of  furniture  have  been 
placed,  so  that  the  room  looks  balanced,  we  may  relieve  the  bare  places  with  small 
er  objects.     Is  there  a  space  which  seems  too  empty?    A  picture,  or  an  interest- 
ing fabric,  a  small  table,  or  a  bowl  of  flowers,. may  add  a  delightful  accent  to 
empty  wall  spaces.     Cer;ainly  we  do  not  want  many  large  bare  places  in  our  living 
room,  for  they  have  a  chilling  influence. 

Now,  how  about  the  smaller  things?    It  is  through  well  chosen  accessories,  such 
as  books  or  pictures,,  that  the  greatest  amount  of  charm  and  intimacy  come  to  a 
home . 

Do  ycu  know  that  so  simple  a  thing  as  the  arrangement  of  books  will  add  to,  or 
detract  from  the  beauty  of  a  room?     The  very  plainest  books  can  make  a  beautiful 
effect  in  a  room  if  they  are  grouped  according  to  size  and  color.     To  do  this,  so 
that  the  result  may  be  practical  as  well  as  beautiful,  divide  the  books  according 
to  their  subjec c-matter ,  and  then,  within  these  groups,  arrange  the  colors,  and 
the  light  and  dark  books,   so  that  they  will  present  the  appearance  of  a  well- 
balanced  group,  rather  than  a  light  book  here  and  there,  an  occasional  dark  one, 
and  "bright  ones  scattered  all  about.    Keep  the  lighter  books  near  the  top,  and 
around  the  center  line. 

Books  and  magazines,  within  easy  reach,  will  do  more  than  anything  else  to  make 
the  living  room  seem  homelike.     Books  are  always  more  inviting  if  they  are  placed 
on  open  shelves,  instead  of  being  shut  off  behind  glass  doors.     (Of  course,  I 
know  that  sometimes  it  is  much  more  practical  to  keep  books  "behind  glass  doors.) 
They  should  be  placed  so  that  they  are  convenient  for  use.     Interesting  books  and 
magazines,   on  small  tables  in  the  room,  in  addition  to  those  on  the  book  shelves, 
will  add  much  to  the  enjoyment  of  a  room. 

All  the  objects  used  for  decorative  purposes  should  be  beautiful,  and  they  should 
be  suited  to  the  owners,  to  the  room,  and  to  the  space  in  which  they  are  placed. 
Among  things  which  will  help  to  make  a  room  comfortable  and  delightful,  are  good 
pictures;  flowers,  or  pussywillows  and  winter  berries  when  fresh  flowers  are  not 
obtainable;  something  to  read;  a  work  box  near  "by  with  a  bit  of  sewing;  footstools; 
an.  a  few  simple,  well-designed  lamps,  conveniently  placed. 

There  is  a  question  to  answer  today,  while  we  are  on  the  subject  of  interior 
decorating.     "What  colors  are  best  fcr  lamp  shades?" 
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In  selecting  colors  for  lamp  shades,   three  things  must  "be  considered:  first, 
the  color  effect  in  the  room  in  daylight;   Second,  the  color  effect  in  the  room  at 
night;  and  third,  the  effect  of  the  color  at  night  upon  the  people  in  the  room. 
The  lamplight  should  have  a  waxm,  cheerful  quality,  which  will  put  a  soft  glow 
over  the  entire  room.    Hard,  "bright  colors,  such  as  red  and  bright  rose,  are  not 
very  pleasing  on  lamps,  and  they  stand  out  too  conspicuously  in  the  room.  What 
are  some  of  the  pleasing  colors?    Soft  grayed  tones  of  yell ow- orange ,  orange,  red- 
orange,  and  occasionally  a  dull  old  rose  color.     Sometimes  'beautiful  effects  can 
be  obtained  by  using  two  or  more  layers  of  semi- transparent  material,  of  different 
colors,  over  each  other,   the  outer  layer  t trbarmoini z e  with  the  room  in  daylight , 
and  the  inner  colors  to  give  the  beautiful  night  effects. 

The  third  consideration  is  the  effect  of  the  color  at  night,  upon  the  people  in 
the  ro^m.     watch  out  for  strong  blues,  purples,  and  greens        these  colors,  on 
lamp  shades,  make  people  look  like  ghosts.     If  these  colors  are  desired  —  the 
strong  blues,  purples,  and  greens  —  use  them  for  a  thm  outer  covering,  with  a 
lining  of  yellow-orange,  red-orange,  or  rose  color,   so  that  the  light  will  be  be- 
coming.    The  best  colors  for  lamp    shades  ar<i  those  which,  in  themselves,  suggest 
the  color  of  light. 

ITow  a  word  about  furniture.     G-ood  f urni tur e  is  thebest  kind  to  buy.     We  all  know 
that  —  but  do  we  follow  the  rule?    Not  I.  Once  upon  a  time  I  bought  a  very  good- 
looking  chair,  for  $1.98  —  or  some  such  small  -ora  ce.     And  every  time  a  heavy 
person  sits  on  that  chair,  its  legs  beg  1  n  to  spread.     I  don't  know  hew  many  times 
I  have  held  my  breath,  for  fear  the  bargain  chair  would  give  way  entirely,  and 
level  my  guest  and  his  cuo  of  coffee  or  tea  to  the  floor.    Humiliaticn  and  embar- 
rassment await  the  guest  who  sits  in  my  bargain  chair,  unless,  this  very  evening, 
strengthened  by  making  this  talk,  I  can  oull  myself  together  and  send  my  bargain 
chair  to  the  chopping  block. 

Good  furniture  is  the  best  kind  to  buy.     Every  piece  of  furniture  should  be  well 
constructed,  and  suited  to  its  purpose  and  its  surroundings.     The  average  house 
of  today  is  small,  and  its  rooms  look  crowded  indeed,  when  furnished  with  the 
large,  heavy  pieces  of  furniture  that  look  so  well  in  a  big  house. 

Take  large  upholstered  davenports,  for  example;  they  may  be  just  the  thing,  in  a 
large  room,  but  smaller  rocms  should  have  sofas  which  are  smaller  in  scale.  It 
is  wise  economy  to  get  a  well  made  davenport  in  a  temporary  covering,   such  as 
denira,  rather  than  to  pay  the  same  amount  for  one  which  is  poorly  constructed,  but 
covered  with  expensive  material.     There  are  many  satisfactory  substitutes  for  the 
large  upholstered  davenport.     The  willow  day-beds  and  davenports  are  comfortable 
and  attractive;  and  even  cheaper  than  these  is  the  cot,  which  may  be  coffered  with 
denim  or  some  other  suitable  material. 

There  are  so  many  more  things  I'd  like  to  tell  you,  about  making  a  living  room 
homelike  —  but  time  is  fleeting.     After  the  room  has  been  successfully  furnished, 
to  the  point  of  having  walls  and  ceilings  that  are  good,  and  furniture  that  is 
comfortable,   suitable,  ana  beautiful  in  line  and  color,  we  can  bring  into  it  the 
things  that  we  particularly  enjoy  handling  or  looking  at,  provided  they  are  good 
in  design.     We  may  use  our  favorite  colors  in  a  textile,   flowers,  pieces  of  potter; 
or  candles;  we  may  have  the  magazines  ana  books  we  are  reading,   on  convenient 
tables  —  these  are  some  of  the  ways  of  making  a  living  room  homelike, 

Wednesday:     "When  Johnny  Junior  Takes  His  Bath." 
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